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p3rceptua! and innate is based upon distinctness
and clearness of tho data presented to the intellect.
And to say this is to say that true ideas must be clear
and distinct in order that they may manifest that they
are free from self-contradiction  We may also put it
in the way that self-evidence is another name for
absence of self-contradiction in the ideal. We have
already stated that immediacy of cognition is entailed
with all that is self-evident. Descartes is of opinion
that are true knowledge must be immediately cogni-
sed as the eternal and necessary truth or at least
must be deducible ffom such truth by a formally or
mathematically conclusive process. We may say
then that the philosophy of Descartes is guided by
the principle of non-contradiction. In this respect
Descartes differs from Leibniz who points out that all
truths cannot be tested by the principle of non-
contradictions, that is, there are some truths where
non-contradiction or the absence of self-contradiction
need not be self-evident. The perceptual truth, 'the
piece of paper is red' for instance, may be perfectly
true without being reducible to self-evidence, as
Descartes supposes. Leibniz, therefore, feeis the
necessity of distinguishing between necessary and
contingent truths. Truths that are necessary are
certainly grounded directly in the eternal nature of
things, but contingent or perceptual truths demand
for their certainty not self-evidence or absence of
self-contradiction/ but rather what he calls sufficient
reason why they should be so and not otherwise.

This is an account of Descartes' criterion of
truth so far as it is gathered from the general trend
of his methods, mediations and principles of philo-
sophy. ^nd the traditional view that descartes in